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Preserving the Beauty of Biodiversity in a Sustainable Way

Little by little, grains 
of soil pile up to make 
a mountain and drops 
of water converge to 
form a river. Protecting 
biodiversity and building 
a beautiful home on 
Earth require our 
persistent efforts. Let's 
join hands and open a 
new chapter of building 
a community with a 
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Biodiversity and APP ChinaBiodiversity Conser vation is  Closely Related to Our Operations

Our Biodiversity Management Strateg y

6Ő
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APP China Biodiversity Report Preserving the Beauty of Biodiversity in a Sustainable Way

Biodiversity issues have gradually received attention since the 
1980s. On June 5, 1992, the largest United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, attended by heads of state from 
various countries, was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Over 150 
countries signed the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
reaching a consensus for the first time that "the conservation of 
biodiversity is a common concern of mankind and an essential 
part of the development process of mankind". CBD, as the first 
global agreement on the conservation and sustainable utilization 
of biodiversity, has been officially incorporated into international 
policies, which is of great historical significance for protecting 
the human living environment and enhancing the rational use 
of biological resources. In 1996, the concept of involving private 
sector in biodiversity conservation was first proposed at the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD COP3), and in 2000, enterprises were 
officially incorporated into the CBD Global Strategy at CBD COP5. 
In 2014, the CBD Secretariat launched the "Global Partnership for 
Business and Biodiversity" (GPBB) initiative, aiming to encourage 
greater business engagement in biodiversity-related issues and in 
combating illegal trade of wildlife and plants.
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APP China Forestry regularly collects the latest requirements of national and local laws and regulations and international conventions, and 

compiles them into the List of Laws, Regulations and Other Requirements, covering more than 300 laws, regulations, and international 

conventions such as the Law on the Protection of Wildlife of the Peoples Republic of China, the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants. The list and relevant legal texts are distributed to the forest farms to help 

enhance the awareness of forestry personnel in compliance with biodiversity conservation requirements, and implement requirements into 

their daily work.

Every year, we collect the national list of rare, threatened, and endangered wildlife and the relevant protection requirements to compile the 

List of Key Protected Terrestrial Wild Animals and Wild Plants, which is produced in the formats of albums and posters for forestry personnel 

to learn, helping them improve their capabilities and sensitivity of identifying the protected species.

Before each forestry operation, we will conduct a comprehensive survey of protected animals and plants in and around the plantations. 

In addition to national and provincial protected animals and plants, we also record and protect native tree species2 to help conserve local biodiversity. Forestry personnel are required to conduct a comprehensive survey of the plantations covered by their shift before each 

operation, to confirm whether there is presence of protected animals and plants in the area and its surroundings, and fill out the Biodiversity 

Survey Record Form accordingly. If the location of key protected wild plants or the fixed nest area of key protected wild animals is found, in 

addition to this form, the forestry personnel are also required to fill in the Wild Animals and Plants (RTE Included) Species Record Form, mark 

the location on the map, take pictures for records, and register the finding on file.

We have long been insisting on HCV monitoring. APP China Forestry monitors the HCV conditions in our plantations on a quarterly basis and 

set up HCV groups. The value of HCV forests mainly lies in six areas, namely biodiversity, landscape-level ecosystems and ecosystem mosaics, 

ecosystems and habitats, basic ecosystem services, necessities of local communities, and cultural significance. As of the end of 2022, 51% of 

our plantations completed HCV assessments.

In recent years, we have discovered the national second-class protected plant, 

Alsophila spinulosa , in the plantations of Hainan BU and 

Lancang BU in Yunnan. We have also found native tree species,

 Acer buergerianum  Miq., and Oriental Garden Lizard in the plantations of 

Hainan BU. In 2022, there were herds of Indian bison and Asian elephants passing through plantations in June and October, respectively, 

sighted by Lancang Huiming forest farm.

We have integrated biodiversity conservation into various aspects of forest management, including 

forestland selection, afforestation planning, pre-operation, forestry activities, and daily patrols, to 

minimize the disturbance to local ecosystems and biodiversity caused by forestry operations. When 

a national/provincial (RTE included) protected wildlife is found in or near our plantations, we will 

immediately take protective measures and make HCV identification in accordance with the 

High 

Conservation Value Identification and Management Procedures

. If it belongs to HCV species, specific measures will be taken for protection and management.

To protect biodiversity and maintain ecosystem stability, we attach great importance to forest fire 

prevention and control. Hainan BU set a target of controlling the fire hazard rate within 0.2 ‰, and 

strove to prevent fire hazards and minimize the possible damage to the ecosystem caused by fire 

through measures such as enhancing the construction of firebreaks and conducting inter-tillage 

weeding. Through these efforts, there was no incident of fire during the year in all six major forest farms 

in Hainan.

We actively try to reduce the use of chemicals, such as chemical fertilizers and pesticides, in plantations 

by using bio-fertilizers, microbial-rich fertilizers, and organic fertilizers, etc. By practicing reasonable 

crop rotation and intercropping, the nitrogen content in the soil can be increased and the possibilities 

of diseases and pests can be reduced, thus improving soil fertility. We actively promote mechanized 

operations and have independently developed equipment such as the "integrated tillage and 

fertilization equipment", which enables precise fertilization through quantitative, spaced, and targeted 

methods, thereby improving fertilizer efficiency and avoiding excessive fertilizer runoff and water and 

soil pollution caused by rainfall, and ultimately reducing the impact on the ecological environment. In 

addition, we recycle 100% of the chemical packages in the warehouse and hand them over to qualified 

organizations for safe disposal.

In our Lancang BU in Yunnan, part of eucalyptus plantations overlap with natural woodlands, and we 

have identified that there are Indian bison living in the forest. To better protect them, we stopped using 

pesticides and chemicals for weeding in adjacent eucalyptus forest, left more vegetation for them to 

graze by using manual weeding in forest with trees younger than three years, and stopped weeding 

afterwords.

2Native tree species refer to protected tree species below the national and provincial levels.
Lush vegetation in Lancang plantations

Acer buergerianum  Miq.
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A P P  C h i n a  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  e c o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  p l a n t a t i o n s  
a n d  h a s  l o n g - t e r m  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  
m o n i t o r  a n d  t r a c k  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  e c o s y s t e m s  
a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E c o l o g i c a l  
I n d u s t r y  o f  G u a n g x i  A c a d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s ,  G u a n g d o n g  E c o - E n g i n e e r i n g  
P o l y t e c h n i c ,  a n d  S c h o o l  o f  E a r t h  S c i e n c e s  o f  Y u n n a n  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

p l a n t a t i o n  e c o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  fi e l d s  o f  p l a n t  d i v e r s i t y ,  f o r e s t  
g r o w t h ,  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y ,  r u n o ff  fi e l d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  s o i l  e r o s i o n ,  
a n d  c o n d u c t e d  a  s p e c i a l  m o n i t o r i n g  p r o j e c t  o n  p l a n t  d i v e r s i t y ,  r e c o r d i n g  a n d  
c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  u n d e r s t o r e y  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  r i c h n e s s  i n  e u c a l y p t u s  p l a n t a t i o n s  
t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e u c a l y p t u s  p l a n t a t i o n s  o n  p l a n t  d i v e r s i t y .

A P P  C h i n a  F o r e s t r y  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  c e r t i fi c a t i o n  w o r k  o f  C F C C / P E F C - F M  f o r e s t  
c e r t i fi c a t i o n  a n d  I S O 1 4 0 0 1  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  S y s t e m  c e r t i fi c a t i o n  
e v e r y  y e a r ,  u s i n g  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  a u d i t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  p r o j e c t s  
t h a t  d o  n o t  m e e t  t h e  c e r t i fi c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  r e c t i fi c a t i o n ,  t o  i m p r o v e  
f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  m o d e l s  a n d  e n h a n c e  s u s t a i n a b l e  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t .  
B i o d i v e r s i t y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
s t a n d a r d  

F o r e s t  C e r t i fi c a t i o n  i n  C h i n a  -  F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t ( G B / T  2 8 9 5 1 -
2 0 2 1 ) ,  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p r e c i o u s ,  r a r e ,  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  p l a n t  
a n d  a n i m a l  s p e c i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  e c o s y s t e m s  a n d  
o t h e r  r e l a t e d  i n d i c a t o r s .  2 0 2 2  w a s  t h e  fi r s t  y e a r  t h a t  a u d i t s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  s t a n d a r d .  T h e  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A P P  
C h i n a  F o r e s t r y  o r g a n i z e d  e m p l o y e e s  t o  d e e p l y  s t u d y  t h e  n e w  s t a n d a r d  a n d  
i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  e a r l y  2 0 2 2 ,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t s  o f  a l l  a s p e c t s  
o f  t h e i r  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  s t a n d a r d  
t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  r e c t i f y  a n y  d e fi c i e n c i e s .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  1 2  A P P  C h i n a  F o r e s t r y  
c o m p a n i e s  r e c e i v e d  C F C C / P E F C - F M  c e r t i fi c a t i o n  a u d i t s ,  a n d  t h r e e  n e w  
c o m p a n i e s  i n i t i a t e d  t h e i r  c e r t i fi c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

As one of the world's three fast-growing tree species, eucalyptus has 
many advantages, such as rapid growth, strong adaptability, high 
yield, mature planting technology, etc., and has become the most 
important raw material tree species of the papermaking industry 
in the world and China. Eucalyptus has been introduced into China 
for 130 years. After years of artificial domestication, breeding, and 
improvement, eucalyptus has become one of the best localized 
exotic fast-growing and high-yielding timber forest species in China. 
According to statistics of the China Eucalyptus Research Center of 
the National Forestry and Grassland Administration, more than 
70% of the raw materials for papermaking wood pulp in China 
come from eucalyptus.
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